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Networking Tea Reception with Her Excellency Madam Halimah Yacob, President of the 

Republic of Singapore 

20 March 2023 

 

The Kuala Lumpur Business Club (KLBC) had the honour and privilege of hosting Her 

Excellency Madam Halimah Yacob, President of the Republic of Singapore, at a Networking 

Tea Reception on 20 March 2023. 

 

KLBC Founder & Board Member Dato’ Rohana Tan Sri Mahmood hosted the event together 

with Board Members Dato’ Fad’l Mohamed, Dato’ Dr Zaha Rina Zahari, Dato’ Chua Sai Men 

and Dato’ Charon Mokhzani. 

 

Members of the Singapore delegation were Hon. Dr Maliki bin Osman, Minister in the Prime 

Minister’s Office and Second Minister for Foreign Affairs and Education, Hon. Ms Low Yen 

Ling, Minister of State for Trade and Industry and Culture, Community and Youth and 

Members of Parliament Mr K Muralidharan Pillai, Mr Xie Yao Quan and Ms Yeo Wan Ling. 

Also in attendance was His Excellency Mr Vanu Gopala Menon, High Commissioner of the 

Republic of Singapore to Malaysia. 

 

In her welcome speech, Dato’ Rohana likened the special relationship between the two 

countries “like family” and she described the island city-state as a strategic and important 

country to Malaysia.  

 

She highlighted that the relationship and ties between KLBC and Singapore government and 

business leaders started as early as the year 2003 when KLBC was launched and that KLBC had 

made three business missions to Singapore where, among others, the KLBC delegation had 

meetings with Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Deputy Prime Minister Mr. Teo Chee Hean and 

other cabinet ministers. KLBC had also hosted many Singapore political and business leaders 

such as Minister Mentor the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 

Finance Mr Lawrence Wong and Temasek Holdings Executive Director and CEO, Ms Ho Ching. 

 

Dato’ Rohana expressed hope that the good work between the two countries continues to be 

built and encouraged everyone to be open, frank and forward in exploring collaborations.  

 

President Halimah in her address agreed that the two countries are like family and integral to 

each other. She observed that this close partnership has yielded fruits for both sides, and the 

economic relationship has scaled new heights despite the pandemic. 
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She said that what makes the economic partnership special are the deep and varied links 

forged by the two countries’ Small and Medium Enterprises, start-ups, and corporations, 

noting that the presence of some of the companies at the reception was a testament to the 

strength of the economic ties, which extend beyond the government-to-government level to 

include flourishing partnerships between the two nations; business communities. 

 

President Halimah noted that the two countries have actively diversified collaboration into 

new and emerging sectors such as cybersecurity and the digital and green economies.  

 

She said that working closely together on these and other areas will enable Singapore and 

Malaysia to better navigate the choppier economic waters ahead and ensure that the two 

countries remain two bright spots in Southeast Asia that are open to global technologies, 

talents, and investments.  

 

In concluding her speech, President Halimah encouraged everyone to continue to expand 

their networks across the Causeway and explore opportunities for further collaboration, 

especially in areas which both countries have complementary strengths.  

 

President Halimah then personally met and spoke with each and every one of the more than 

20 corporate leaders comprising KLBC members and guests as well as Singapore guests from 

the focus sectors, namely electric vehicle and transport, digital economy and banks and 

financial services. 

 

In his closing remarks, Dato’ Fad’l highlighted that KLBC has served as a platform for industry 

leaders, entrepreneurs and policymakers to engage in dialogue, exchange ideas and explore 

opportunities for collaboration, and that KLBC looked forward to more engagements such as 

the afternoon reception. He said the business community will continue to work together 

towards a prosperous and sustainable future for the two countries.  

 

Dato’ Dr Zaha Rina was the master of ceremonies of the event amidst an atmosphere of lively 

conversations and great interaction among the attendees of the two countries.   

 

 

Prepared by,  

The Secretariat  
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