KLBC FIRESIDE CHAT #1
Topic: “Malaysia Economics Update and Insights on Upcoming State Elections”

Date: Wednesday, 26 July 2023

The Kuala Lumpur Business Club (KLBC) hosted a fireside chat with Mr Firdaos Rosli,
Chief Economist, Bank Islam and Mr Amir Fareed, Political Analyst and Director of
Strategy, KRA Group on ‘Malaysia Economics Update and Insights on Upcoming State
Elections’ on 26 July 2023 at the St Regis Kuala Lumpur.

It was an engaging and informative event that provided KLBC members with valuable
insights on the upcoming state elections in August. The event was attended by 40 KLBC
members and guests including His Excellency Vanu Gopala Menon, High Commissioner
of Singapore to Malaysia and Her Excellency Pam Dunn, High Commissioner of New
Zealand to Malaysia.

The event began with KLBC Board Member Sridharan Nair welcoming and introducing
the two esteemed panelists. Mr Firdaos Rosli, Chief Economist at Bank Islam, is an
experienced economist who has worked in both the public and private sectors. A graduate
of Lancaster University and the London School of Economics and Political Science in the
UK, he has held various key economic positions at MARC Ratings Berhad, the Institute
of Strategic & International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia and the Ministry of International Trade
and Industry Malaysia (MITI). Amir Fareed, Political Analyst and Director of Strategy at
KRA Group, is a prominent political commentator featured in various Malaysian and
international media. He has written opinion pieces and is a resident political commentator
for Malaysia’s ASTRO Awani. He is a graduate of Oxford University and is currently a
board member of MyCreative Ventures and the Merdeka Heritage Board of Trustees.

The fireside chat was moderated by KLBC Deputy President Dato’ Fad’'l Mohamed.
During the session, both panelists discussed various important aspects of the election,
remaining impartial and respectful while addressing different perspectives that may
impact the nation’s economy. Members actively participated in the question and answer
session.

The evening ended with closing remarks by Dato’ Fad’l Mohamed, followed by a gift
certificate of KLBC collaboration with FRIM for a special tree planting project in line with
KLBC's efforts to protect the environment.



The fireside chat proved to be a valuable and thought-provoking experience for KLBC
members, inspiring us to continue to engage in meaningful discussions for collective
progress in the future.
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