
 

Page 1 of 2 

 

Fireside Chat with Her Excellency H.E. Ailsa Terry CMG, British High Commissioner to 

Malaysia and the Honourable Mr. Richard Graham CMG MP, Prime Minister's Trade Envoy 

to the ASEAN EC, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines 
 

22 February 2024  |  Astor Room 1, The St. Regis Kuala Lumpur 

 

 

 
 

The Kuala Lumpur Business Club (KLBC) had the honour and privilege of hosting Her Excellency 

Ailsa Terry CMG, British High Commissioner to Malaysia and the Honourable Mr. Richard 

Graham CMG MP, the UK Prime Minister's Trade Envoy to the ASEAN EC, Indonesia, Malaysia 

and the Philippines, at a Fireside Chat on 22 February 2024. 

 

KLBC Founder & Board Member Dato’ Rohana Tan Sri Mahmood delivered the Welcome 

Remarks, while KLBC Deputy President, Dato’ Fad’l Mohamed moderated the session themed 

“The UK Joins the CPTPP - What It Means for Malaysian Businesses”. The roundtable was co-

hosted by KLBC Board Members Datuk Chua Sai Men and Datuk Charon Wardini Mokhzani. 

 

Members of the British delegation included Mr. Richard Colley, Director of Trade and Ms. 

Nadzirah Ali, Investment Manager, both from the British High Commission in Kuala Lumpur. 

 

In her speech, Dato’ Rohana welcomed the High Commissioner and her delegation, and gave 

a brief introduction of Malaysia’s journey from being signatory to the TPP and later the CPTPP.  

 

Her Excellency Ailsa Terry followed with her Opening Remarks, shared some background of 

herself and meetings she has had since being appointed High Commissioner to Malaysia in 

August 2023. Her Excellency also highlighted that Malaysia is an important economic and 

security partner to the United Kingdom (UK), and that the positive bilateral relationship should 

move to greater heights this year, especially with the CPTPP. 
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Recalling his visit to Malaysia in 2015, the Honourable Richard Graham shared his observation 

on the change in the current landscape, whereby Malaysian businesses are in a much better 

place now, post pandemic. He pointed out that the UK is also recovering from the pandemic 

and still looking for productivity growth, though it has been successful in the areas of space, 

cyber and nuclear, with potential to lead on AI regulation. With the UK’s accession to the 

CPTPP, he pointed out that the UK, while trying to reshape its relationship with Europe and 

other parts of the world, is tilting interest away from its neighbours towards ASEAN and the 

Indo Pacific region, highlighting the interesting dynamics of the CPTPP. 

  

For the next 75 minutes, Dato’ Fad’l Mohamed led a discussion covering the following areas, 

with healthy participation from KLBC members: 

 

• The UK’s overall strategy in the region 

• Malaysia-UK bilateral relations & business dynamics 

• Talent exchanges and capacity building 

• Status of the UK-Singapore Green Economy Framework, specifically their green 

financing facility, and possibility of replicating it in Malaysia. 

• Concerns with reduced palm oil exports to the UK, the role CPTPP will play and the 

need to rebrand 

• The UK’s foreign policy  

 

Dato’ Fad’l Mohamed closed the session at 5:42pm with a round of applause in show of 

appreciation to H.E. Ailsa Terry and her team. The in-person session was attended by 17 KLBC 

members and guests. 
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