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The Kuala Lumpur Business Club (KLBC) had the honour and privilege of hosting Y.B. Nik
Nazmi Nik Ahmad, Minister of Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability (NRES)
Malaysia, at a Fireside Chat on 18 April 2024.

KLBC President, YBhg. Datuk Ruben Emir Gnanalingam Abdullah delivered the Welcome
Remarks and moderated the Fireside Chat titled “Environmental Sustainability as a
Fundamental Part of Doing Business: An Outlook on Policy Direction”. The event was co-
hosted by KLBC Deputy President, Dato’ Fad’l Mohamed and Board Members Dato’ Rohana
Tan Sri Mahmood, Datuk Chua Sai Men and Dato’ Charon Mokhzani.

In his speech, YBhg. Datuk Ruben extended a warm welcome to Y.B. Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad,
KLBC members and guests, provided a brief introduction to the KLBC and shared some
background on Y.B. Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad.

Y.B. Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad was then invited onto the stage where he delivered his opening
remarks, briefly touching on the environment and sustainability. He also candidly shared

about his journey to becoming the Minister of NRES.

For the next hour, YBhg. Datuk Ruben moderated the discussion with Y.B. Nik Nazmi Nik
Ahmad, covering the following areas, with active participation from KLBC members:
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e The goal of the National Negotiation Committee (NNC) to the Global Plastics Treaty
and where Malaysia stands amongst other countries in terms of reduction of single-
use plastics

e The vital role of government leadership and policy direction in fostering environmental
sustainability & stewardship, including:

o incentivising sustainability reporting practices amongst companies in Malaysia

o fostering public-private partnerships that enhance accountability and
effectiveness in sustainability efforts

o implementing requirements for its ministries and agencies to publish
sustainability reports annually, for public consumption

o Having the right legislation and pricing frameworks to drive behaviour of
sustainable practices

o Addressing concerns of electrification (electric vehicles) and Net Zero
aspiration faced by the private sector, and assisting towards a ‘just transition’

e Efforts in embedding the topic of sustainability into the public school curriculum

e the challenges in execution and enforcement on some of the policies that are in place

e Private sector-government collaboration with communities to protect and enhance
existing carbon sinks

e Opportunities for private sector to participate towards increasing investment in R&D,
and deployment of sustainable technologies, particularly in emerging sectors such as
renewable energy, clean transportation and circular economy solutions

KLBC Deputy President, Dato’ Fad’l Mohamed, closed the session at 4:50 pm. In his closing
speech, Dato’ Fad’l concluded that the government and business community have the power
to effect meaningful change and leave a positive legacy for future generations. This was
followed by a round of applause in show of appreciation to Y.B. Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad. The in-
person session was attended by 40 KLBC members and guests, who then adjourned to the
foyer for refreshments, and to get their copy of “Malaysian Son” by Y.B. Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad

signed.
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