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The Board of Directors of the Kuala Lumpur Business Club (KLBC) had the distinct honour of
hosting The Honourable Lee Hsien Loong, Senior Minister of Singapore, and Madam Ho Ching,
Chairperson of Temasek Trust, at an exclusive dinner held on Sunday, 215t July 2024 at The St.
Regis Kuala Lumpur. The event was graced by the presence of HRH Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin
Shah lbni Almarhum Sultan Azlan Muhibbuddin Shah Al-Maghfur-Lah, Sultan Perak Darul
Ridzuan, and Royal Patron of the KLBC.

YBhg. Dato' Rohana Tan Sri Mahmood, Founder & Director of KLBC, commenced the evening
by warmly welcoming The Honourable Senior Minister Lee and Madam Ho Ching. In her
opening remarks, YBhg. Dato’ Rohana reflected on past engagements, notably the KLBC
delegation's memorable visit to Singapore in 2014, led by then-DYMM Raja Nazrin Shah,
KLBC’s Royal Patron. YBhg. Dato’ Rohana acknowledged The Honourable Senior Minister Lee’s
long-standing leadership and influence, particularly in the APEC region, while addressing the
current global geopolitical and economic challenges that underscore the need for strong
leadership. Additionally, YBhg. Dato’ Rohana commended The Honourable Senior Minister
Lee’s significant contributions to Singapore’s development, sustainability initiatives, and
diplomatic relations, along with his efforts to strengthen Malaysia-Singapore ties.



Following a carefully curated, locally-inspired dinner, The Honourable Senior Minister Lee
delivered a Special Address in which he highlighted the longstanding and evolving relationship
between Singapore and Malaysia. The Honourable Senior Minister Lee emphasized the
mutual economic benefits of the partnership, noting that Singapore is Malaysia’s largest
foreign investor, and both nations are among each other's top trading partners. Reflecting on
past collaborations, such as military cooperation and economic agreements, The Honourable
Senior Minister Lee cited recent projects like the Johor Bahru-Singapore Rapid Transit System
(RTS) Link and the proposed Johor-Singapore Special Economic Zone (JS-SEZ) as promising
developments.

The Honourable Senior Minister Lee acknowledged the complexities inherent in the bilateral
relationship due to historical, structural, and competitive factors, including differences in
societal structures and ongoing sensitive issues such as water supply, airspace management,
and maritime delimitation. Despite these challenges, The Honourable Senior Minister Lee
underscored the importance of maintaining a constructive and mutually beneficial
partnership.

Looking ahead, The Honourable Senior Minister Lee emphasized the need for continued
cooperation amid global uncertainties and regional challenges, particularly within ASEAN and
in trade agreements. The Honourable Senior Minister Lee expressed confidence in the positive
trajectory of bilateral ties under the leadership of Singapore’s new Prime Minister, The
Honourable Lawrence Wong, and Malaysia’s Prime Minister, Yang Amat Berhormat Dato’ Seri
Anwar lbrahim. The Honourable Senior Minister Lee concluded his speech by affirming the
importance of a stable and respectful relationship for the prosperity of both nations,
encouraging ongoing collaboration to seize new opportunities for mutual growth.

The Honourable Senior Minister Lee’s special address was followed by a closed-door dialogue
session moderated by YBhg. Datuk Ruben Emir Gnanalingam Abdullah, President of KLBC. The
dialogue delved into global and bilateral relations, talent retention, leadership strategies,
succession planning, the Johor-Singapore Special Economic Zone (JS-SEZ), and measures to
increase population growth.

In his closing remarks, YBhg. Dato' Fad'l Mohamed, Deputy President of KLBC, extended his
gratitude, on behalf of the KLBC Board, to The Honourable Senior Minister Lee for sharing his
valuable insights on the topics discussed, reflecting on his new role as Senior Minister, and
reaffirming his ongoing commitment to leadership in the ASEAN region.

As a token of appreciation for his contributions, The Honourable Senior Minister Lee was

presented with a framed certificate from the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM),
detailing the names and location of 20 trees that the KLBC will plant in his name. The memento
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was presented by YBhg. Dato’ Dr. Zaha Rina Zahari, Treasurer of KLBC, alongside YBhg. Datuk
Ruben Emir Gnanalingam Abdullah.

Before the event concluded, HRH Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah Ibni Almarhum Sultan Azlan
Muhibbuddin Shah Al-Maghfur-Lah presented a copy of his latest book, “Globalization: Perak’s
Rise, Relative Decline, and Regeneration,” to The Honourable Senior Minister Lee, and
“Landmarks of Perak” to Madam Ho Ching.

This intimate event marked a significant milestone as The Honourable Senior Minister Lee’s
inaugural visit to Malaysia in his new capacity as Senior Minister. The gathering was graced by
the presence of esteemed industry leaders who are prominent members of the KLBC, along
with heads of foreign missions in Malaysia, and other distinguished guests.

The event was successfully organized by the KLBC Board of Directors, led by Founder, YBhg.
Dato’ Rohana Tan Sri Mahmood and President, YBhg. Datuk Ruben Emir Gnanalingam
Abdullah, along with Board members, YBhg. Dato’ Fad’| Mohamed, YBhg. Dato’ Dr. Zaha Rina
Zahari, YBhg. Datuk Chua Sai Men, YBhg. Dato’ Charon Wardini Mokhzani and Mr. Sridharan
Nair.

The KLBC extends its heartfelt gratitude to the event’s sponsors — Westports Holdings Berhad,

YTL Corporation Berhad, and B.Grimm Power Public Company Limited — for their invaluable
contributions in ensuring the event’s success.

Prepared by:
The Secretariat of the Kuala Lumpur Business Club
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