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The Kuala Lumpur Business Club (KLBC) hosted a panel discussion and fireside chat on 
Thursday, 10th October 2024, at the St Regis Kuala Lumpur. The back-to-back event which was 
attended by 65 KLBC members and guests, was hosted by KLBC President, Datuk Ruben Emir 
Gnanalingam Abdullah and KLBC Board Members Dato’ Dr. Zaha Rina Zahari, Datuk Chua Sai 
Men and Dato’ Charon Mokhzani. 

 

The Panel Discussion titled “Malaysia as a Hub for AI Development and Innovation - 
Attracting Investments and Talent while Staying Competitive in the Global Landscape”, was 
moderated by En. Azwan Baharuddin, Country Managing Director of Accenture Malaysia, 
along with panellists, Datin Ts. Habsah Nordin, Head of PETRONAS Artificial Intelligence Centre 
of Excellence; Ms. Adilah Junid, Director of Legal and Government Affairs at Microsoft 
Malaysia; and Ms. Farlina Said, Senior Analyst at the Institute of Strategic and International 
Studies (ISIS) Malaysia. 

 

The session delved into the panellists’ observation of how Malaysian companies are adopting 
artificial intelligence (AI), the sectors likely to experience significant AI-driven changes, and 
PETRONAS' AI journey. Panellists debated whether recent large-scale AI investments in 
Malaysia stemmed from cost advantages or recognition of local talent and innovation. They 
also discussed actionable steps to prevent a talent bottleneck and retain AI professionals, as 
well as the need for strong AI governance frameworks that balance innovation with protection 
of citizen’s rights. The role of industry and academia in shaping these policies ahead of 
upcoming initiatives from the Ministry were also highlighted. 
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The engaging discussion was followed by a Fireside Chat with YB Gobind Singh Deo, Minister 
of Digital, Malaysia on “Artificial Intelligence, 5G and Social Media: An Outlook on Policy 
Direction”, which was moderated by KLBC President, Datuk Ruben Emir Gnagnalingam 
Abdullah.  

 

YB Minister initiated the session with updates on Malaysia’s proposed AI Blueprint, National 
AI Office and National AI Roadmap. YB Minister went on to discuss the landscape of tech giants 
Microsoft, Amazon and Oracle, who recently pledged significant investments to setup data 
centres in Malaysia, citing pull factors such as the country's skilled workforce, strategic 
location and the Prime Minister's proactive marketing efforts. YB Minister also extended 
advise to local companies and the ‘rakyat’ on how to fully utilize the presence of these tech 
giants in Malaysia for our own competitiveness as local companies and individual citizens. In 
response to a question from the floor, YB Minister shared about the Government’s key tasks 
in regards to AI and plans for a balanced regulatory framework for ethical and sustainable 
adoption of AI technology.  

 

The event concluded with networking over light refreshments. 
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